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A letter calling for government action to address overdose within our community and recognize International Overdose Awareness Day on August 31, 2024
Subject line: International Overdose Awareness Day: Calling for Government Action
Dear Senator/Representative [name],
I am a [member/resident] of [name of community/jurisdiction]. I am writing to you today because I strongly believe that more needs to be done to address overdose within our community.
Many hundreds of thousands of people around the world lose their lives to overdose each year. In the USA, nearly 105,000 Americans lost their lives to overdose in 2022, the third consecutive year of more than 100,000 overdose deaths. An estimated [1,501] of those deaths were in [West Virginia] in 2023. 
These people were our children, parents, siblings, partners, neighbours, colleagues, and friends.
There is strong evidence to support practical solutions, such as providing free naloxone and fentanyl testing kits and improving access to opioid substitution treatment. All of these have been shown to reduce deaths and other harms caused by overdose.
This is a multifaceted health crisis with few easy answers, but there is one very simple way for you to support our cause this year. On [insert event date] we will be doing our part to raise awareness in [name of community/jurisdiction] by hosting [insert details of event]. 
[bookmark: _Int_rg3PodbU]We would like to invite you to join us to mark this important date and begin a conversation with the people in your jurisdiction whose lives have been touched by overdose. We encourage you to start thinking about ways you can use your position to address the overdose issue in our community.
If you would like more details, I would be very happy to discuss this with you over a phone call. Alternatively, you can learn more about IOAD and the harsh realities of overdose from the IOAD website.
Thank you for your time and consideration. I hope to hear from you soon.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Insert your contact details]

International Overdose Awareness Day is an initiative of the public health not-for-profit organization Penington Institute, based in Melbourne, Australia (penington.org.au) – email: info@overdoseday.com; please find more information about the overdose crisis at overdoseday.com.
	
	
	



image1.png
International Overdose M PENINGTON
Awareness Day INSTITUTE

4





